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THE NEW SYDNEY FISH MARKET
KEY FACTS
Located at the head of Blackwattle Bay
Includes a variety of fish mongers,
restaurants, bars and the Sydney Seafood School
Approximately 12,000m2 of new public domain
including the harbour promenade, an urban park,
a local plaza and Bridge Road promenade
Stunning award winning design by 3XN,
BVN and Aspect Studios
Targeting a 6 Star Green Star rating
Improved night time activity, enhanced NSW
tourist destination and job creation.
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A place for locals and tourists at the heart
of a revitalised Blackwattle Bay
The NSW Government is delivering an authentic
new Sydney Fish Market which will sit at the
heart of a revitalised Blackwattle Bay and return
inaccessible parts of the Harbour foreshore to
the community.
The project will modernise and improve the
much-loved Sydney Fish Market, while retaining
its authenticity to create a world-class cultural
icon that attracts locals and showcases our fresh
seafood and beautiful city to the world.
The current Sydney Fish Market is the biggest fish
market in the Southern Hemisphere and the beating
heart of the NSW seafood industry, supporting
professional fishers and coastal fishing towns from
Eden to Tweed Heads. While it is much loved, it
is housed in a former print facility, is not fit for
purpose and is struggling to meet demand.
As one of Australia’s most treasured food and
tourism destinations for local, national and
international visitors, it currently attracts three
million visits per year. This is more than other iconic
Australian destinations including the Great Barrier
Reef. The new Sydney Fish Market could double this
number of visitors over the next 10 years and deliver
significant benefits to the NSW economy and create
high-value service industry jobs.

World renowned Danish architect 3XN, in
conjunction with Sydney firms BVN and Aspect
Studios, have been commissioned to create an
authentic, rejuvenated fish market that will be
dynamic, sustainable and complimentary to the
local area.
The vision has been informed by the community’s
aspirations and feedback following extensive
public consultation that has been ongoing since
2014, including the Sydneysiders Summit, the
International Summit, the Call for Great Ideas,
draft masterplan principles, various community
forums and extensive engagement with the
tenants and fishers.
The purpose-built wholesale and retail facility will
be positioned predominately over the water at
the head of Blackwattle Bay, taking advantage of
panoramic views of the bay and Anzac Bridge.
The stunning harbourfront destination, only 1.5
kilometres from the Sydney CBD, will rival the
world’s best markets and include a variety of
fishmongers, restaurants, cafes, bars, and specialty
food retailers in a market hall setting. The new
facility will also include the popular Sydney Seafood
School. Visitors will be able to experience the inner
workings of the fish market with sightlines to the
auction floor, as well as the wharves, where the
fishers unload the catch-of-the-day.

Relocating the fish market to the head of
Blackwattle Bay will return this part of the foreshore
to the public, improve pedestrian and cycling links
and connect more of Glebe and Pyrmont to the
water as part of the long-awaited revitalisation of
the area. In time, the public will be able to walk from
Blackwattle Bay to Barangaroo, the Opera House,
the Botanic Garden and onto Woolloomooloo. The
iconic fish market building will book end our city,
creating a must do harbour walk for locals and
visitors alike.
Infrastructure NSW, on behalf of the NSW
Government, has now submitted two State
Significant Development Applications (DPIE) to the
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment
to seek approval for the new Sydney Fish Market.
The project also unlocks the opportunity to
revitalise the existing fish market site. We will work
with the community to refine a plan to deliver a mix
of community facilities, parks and open spaces, as
well as shops, office space and homes connected
to Sydney Harbour. This work will be subject to a
separate future planning proposal and community
consultation process.
This document outlines the key features of the
new Sydney Fish Market and provides an overview
of the two DAs and associated Environmental
Impact Statements.
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Community consultation - how we got here

The project sits within a broader area called The
Bays Precinct - a unique area at the intersection
of the CBD, our iconic harbour and the doorstep
of Sydney’s expansive western suburbs.
The opportunity to transform The Bays Precinct
has captured the imagination of locals,
Sydneysiders, visitors and international experts
for decades.
Extensive public consultation has been undertaken
since 2014, including the Sydneysiders Summit,
the International Summit, the Call for Great Ideas,
draft masterplan principles and various community
forums.
These standout events and the collective
community ambitions are captured in The Bays
Precinct Sydney Transformation Plan – a shared
vision which includes stunning waterfront
destinations, public spaces, promenades, a
rejuvenated Sydney Fish Market, workplaces and
homes for Sydney’s growing population.
Building the new Sydney Fish Market at the head
of Blackwattle Bay allows us to deliver on some
of the key elements of the Transformation Plan
and will act as the first step in the long-awaited
revitalisation of The Bays Precinct.
We will continue to engage with the community
and other stakeholders as the project develops to
ensure everyone can have meaningful input into
this important city shaping project.
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NOV 2014 Bays International
Summit

APR 2015

350+

The Bays Precinct
Discovery Day

25,000

PARTICIPANTS

PARTICIPANTS

MAY 2015

MAY 2015

MAY 2015

DEC 2018

Transforming
City Living:
The Bays Precinct

Call for
Great Ideas

Sydney
Siders Summit

4,300

213

Release of the
new Sydney Fish
Market design

FEEDBACK ITEMS
SUBMITTED

PARTICIPANTS

AUG 2017
Bays Market District
draft masterplan
principles consultation

1,200 225+
SURVEY RESPONSES

120+
PARTICIPANTS

PARTICIPANTS

508

SURVEY RESPONSES

The planning process

The new Sydney Fish
Market project has been
deemed a State Significant
Development (SSD) by the
NSW Minister for Planning
and Public Spaces.
When a project is
determined an SSD, the
Department of Planning,
Industry and Environment
(DPIE) issues Secretary’s
Environmental Assessment
Requirements (SEARs).
These SEARs are
developed in consultation
with the City of Sydney
and outline the studies that
need to be undertaken to
ensure that the project can
proceed safely.

To deliver the new Sydney Fish Market, two
Development Applications (DA) have been
prepared that respond to the SEARs.
1.	A concept DA for the first stage of the
development including the demolition of the
existing wharfs and support structures on the
site, the removal of marine piles and any repairs
to the existing sea wall.
2.	A DA for the construction of the new Sydney
Fish Market which includes details of the
proposed design for the building and surrounding
public spaces.
As per the requirements in the SEARs, both DAs
include an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and reports by a broad range of specialist consultants
which identify and address any potential impacts of
the project.
The DAs are now on public exhibition until Wednesday
13 November 2019 and you are invited to have your
say. You can make a submission to DPIE via
www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects.
Following exhibition, comments raised in the
submissions will be summarised in a Response to
Submissions Report. Infrastructure NSW will consider
the issues raised and may make changes to the
project as a result of the submissions. The Minister
for Planning and Public Spaces will then determine
whether to approve the DAs.
For more details on the planning process please visit
majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au.
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Project objectives

The following objectives have been used to guide
the project.
• 	Provide a distinctive architectural addition to
the city’s foreshore while returning inaccessible
parts of the Harbour to the public
• 	Expand and improve the functions of the
existing fish market in a new setting to achieve
design excellence, functional performance and
environmental sustainability
• 	Provide a safe and vibrant new area
• 	Provide a fish market that is technologically
advanced and authentic
• 	Produce strong economic and social benefits to
the local and broader NSW community
• 	Create a building and design that provides a
balance of good visibility, light, energy efficiency,
optimised functionality and maximises views
• 	Provide a new fish market that seamlessly
integrates with its context.
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Project location

The Sydney Fish Market will be relocated from
its existing location in Pyrmont to the head of
Blackwattle Bay on Sydney Harbour. Locating
the building at the head of the bay will allow the
existing market to trade uninterrupted until the
new facility is completed. This is something that
has been tested as being imperative in previously
failed attempts to redevelop the Sydney Fish
Market. This was also supported by a number
of submissions to the ‘Call for Great Ideas’ held
in 2015 and through community consultation
undertaken in 2017.
Relocating the fish market to the new site will
also return Blackwattle Bay’s foreshore to the
public, improve pedestrian and cycling links and
connect more of Glebe and Pyrmont to the water.
It will improve visual and physical connections
to Blackwattle Bay and open up new views to
the water, which are currently blocked by postindustrial structures. There will be no development
on Wentworth Park or impact to the existing fig
trees adjacent to Bridge Road.

Pyrmont

Jones
Bay Wharf

King Street
Wharf

Existing
Fish Market

Darling
Harbour

Wentworth Park
Light rail Station

Wentworth Park

Central
Station

Wentworth
Park

Proposed
Development Extent

Blackwattle
Bay

Glebe
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Site conditions - existing context

R
 ear view of existing coal loader looking east
towards the existing Fish Market.

V
 iew to existing cement plant looking west from
Blackwattle Bay.

V
 iew of existing footpath looking west at the
concrete batching plant.
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View of existing Bridge Road northern footpath looking west with coal loader on right side.
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Iconic architectural design

World renowned Danish architects 3XN have worked with Sydney firms BVN and Aspect Studios with the specific goal of creating more than just a fish market.
First and foremost, they have worked to create a major cultural facility that enhances the existing authentic market operations while providing generous public
amenity to unlock the waterfront for all to enjoy. The design has already won numerous prestigious international awards.
The architectural and public domain design has evolved from a detailed consideration of the site and its context. This included:

VIEWS & VISTAS TO
BLACKWATTLE BAY
Preserving the boundaries
on both sides of the
building and creating new
views of Blackwattle Bay
from Wentworth Park on
either side of the existing fig
trees,and from surrounding
streets.

WESTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

PERIMETER
CIRCULATION

EASTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

WESTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

EASTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

Delivering a waterfront
promenade on Blackwattle
Bay to allow the community
to connect
the
harbour.
New Sydney Fish Market : SSD-DA 8925 Stage
2 Main Workswith
Proposal
Design
New Sydney
FishReport
Market : SSD-DA 8925 Stage 2 Main Works Proposal Design Report

WESTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

WESTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

2.1 Built Form & Urban Design Analysis 2.1 Built Form & Urban Design Analysis

Site Conditions & Responses
Site Conditions & Responses
EASTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

EASTERN VIEW
CORRIDOR

The following diagrams illustrate how the site envelope The
wasfollowing
setback for
public access
and
diagrams
illustrate
how the site envelope was setback for public access and
activation.
activation.

Diagram - Views and vistas to Blackwattle Bay

Diagram - Views and vistas to Blackwattle Bay

Diagram - Perimeter Circulation

Diagram - Perimeter Circulation

A primary design driver for the new Sydney Fish Market
A primary
development
designisdriver
publicfor
access
the new
to the
Sydney
water's
Fish Market development is public access to the water's
edgetoand
the abilityBay
to pedestrianise
theand
entire waterfront
edge promenade
and the ability
of Blackwattle
to pedestrianise
Bay. The
the entire waterfront promenade of Blackwattle Bay. The
new view corridors from the park and surrounding streets
new to
view
Blackwattle
corridors from
Bay once
the park
the fences
and surrounding
and
streets
Blackwattle
once the fences
disused Industrial infrastructure is removed.

the harbour waterfront along the eastern and westernthe
edges.
harbour waterfront along the eastern and western edges.

TRANSPORT &
CONNECTIVITY
Accommodating all modes
of transport and promoting
walking, cycling and public
transport connections to
and from the site.
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disused Industrial infrastructure is removed.

Glebe Light rail

TAXI

300 M

Wentworth Park
Light rail

BUS

BUILDING
SETBACK

Glebe Light rail

TAXI

SET BACK

BUS

CYCLISTS

DROP
OFF

PEDESTRIAN

CYCLISTS

DROP
OFF

PEDESTRIAN

300 M

Wentworth Park
Light rail
150 M

SET BACK

150 M

Setting the building back
from Bridge Road to
widen the footpath and
accommodate the high
number of pedestrian and
cyclists who will visit the
site.
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Diagram - Connectivity

Diagram - Potential Building Setback
Diagram - Connectivity
Diagram - Potential Building Setback
The proposed site for the new Sydney Fish Market is foreseen
to be a node
forthe
connectivity.
The
Given the
high
number of pedestrian
and cyclist
to and
around
theof
new
The proposed
site for
new Sydney
Fish Market is foreseen
toanticipated
be a node for
connectivity.
The
Givenmovements
the anticipated
high
number
pedestrian and cyclist movements to and around the new
design of the new facility will accommodate all modes of
transport
willfacility
give preference
to activeall modesSydney
Fish Market,
building
will be
Road
accommodate
a wider
design
of thebut
new
will accommodate
of transport
but willthe
give
preference
to setback
active from Bridge
Sydney
Fishto
Market,
the building
will be setback from Bridge Road to accommodate a wider
transport (walking and cycling) and public transport (light
rail, bus,
taxi, Uber,
ferry).
footpath.
transport
(walking
and and
cycling)
and public transport (light
rail, bus, taxi, Uber, and ferry).

footpath.
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New Sydney Fish Market : SSD-DA 8925 Stage 2 Main Works Proposal
Design
New Sydney
FishReport
Market : SSD-DA 8925 Stage 2 Main Works Proposal Design Report

3XN, BVN and Aspect Studios were selected to design the new Sydney Fish Market after an international design
2.1 Built Form & Urban Design Analysis 2.1 Built Form & Urban Design Analysis
competition. This competitive design process was endorsed by the City of Sydney and the Government Architect NSW.
Site Conditions & Responses
Site Conditions & Responses
The following diagrams illustrates how the site envelopeThe
wasfollowing
shaped based
on considerations
diagrams
illustrates howto
the site envelope was shaped based on considerations to
immediate context and public amenity.
immediate context and public amenity.

HEIGHT & SCALE
OF BUILDING
Ensuring the building
height is sympathetic
to the significant trees
in Wentworth Park and
minimise the visual and
shadowing impacts

ARTICULATION OF
BUILDING, BULK
AND SCALE
The building incorporates
a range of design elements
New Sydney Fish Market : SSD-DA 8925 Stage
2 Main Works
Proposal
Design
Report
New Sydney
Fish
Market : SSD-DA 8925 Stage 2 Main Works Proposal Design Report
including
mezzanine
floors,
balconies, glass facades
and feature stairs. This will
2.1 Built Form & Urban Design Analysis 2.1 Built Form & Urban Design Analysis
reduce the perceived mass
and scale and create a
more interesting experience
for the visitor, while still
The following diagrams illustrates how the site envelopeThe
was
shaped based
on considerations
following
diagrams
illustrates how to
the site envelope was shaped based on considerations to
achieving the functional
immediate context and public amenity.
immediate context and public amenity.
requirements of having all
the operations on one floor.

Site Conditions & Responses
Site Conditions & Responses
BUILT FORM

Diagram - Height and scale of envelope

Complementing the existing
and anticipated future
built form of the area. The
built forms to the west of
Wentworth Park (Glebe) are
made up of small lots with
majority of terrace houses
with some more recent
multi-storey apartment
developments.

Diagram - Articulation of envelope bulk and scale

Diagram - Articulation of envelope bulk and scale
The proposed facades are set back to reduce the scale of
itsproposed
massing to
Bridgeare
Road.
In particular
The
facades
set back
to reduce the scale of its massing to Bridge Road. In particular
the
Bridgethe
Road
elevation
of thecement
new development
will feature
a creation
of green of
promenade
with
the roof edge seeking to relate to the tree line, and not exceed
height
of existing
cement
the Bridge
Road elevation
the new development
will feature a creation of green promenade with
the roofthe
edge
seeking
to relate
to thebatch
tree line, and not
exceed
height
of existing
batch
new
planting
references.
plant (28.7 meters high) as a reference datum. This also plant
reduces
the
visual
and
shadowing
impacts
new planting references.
(28.7 meters high) as a reference datum. This also reduces the visual and shadowing impacts
on Wentworth Park.
on Wentworth Park.
Diagram - Height and scale of envelope

Each facade provides an opportunity as a connector through
featured
landscape
stairs in order
Each facade
provides
an opportunity
asto
a connector through featured landscape stairs in order to
relate the promenade and building. This will also break the
bulk
ofpromenade
the mass toand
a more
human
street
relate
the
building.
This
will also break the bulk of the mass to a more human street

STREET ACTIVATION
AND PUBLIC
ACCESSIBILITY

scale to activate the public realm.

scale to activate the public realm.
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of Wentworth Park (Ultimo
and Pyrmont) consist
of buildings with larger
footprints, mainly in the 3 to
12 storey height range.
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Providing new signalised
crossings at Bridge Road
and Wentworth Park Road
intersection and improving
pedestrian safety at the
Bridge Road and Wattle
Street intersection.

The building will consist of
3 levels above ground.
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Diagram - Street activation and public accessibility Diagram - Street activation and public accessibility
Diagram - Built Form
New
crossing
at Bridge
Road and
Parksignalised
Road intersection,
and
changes
toand Wentworth Park Road intersection, and changes to
The built forms to the west of Wentworth Park (Glebe) The
are made
up of to
small
with
majority of Park (Glebe)
crossing at
Bridge
Road
built forms
thelots
west
of Wentworth
are signalised
made up of
small lots
with majority
of WentworthNew
Bridgemulti-storey
Road and Wattle
Streetdevelopments.
intersection will be implemented
for safe
pedestrian
crossing
and will be implemented for safe pedestrian crossing and
terrace houses at 1 to 2 storeys high with some more recent
multi-storey
developments.
Bridge Road
and Wattle
Street
intersection
terrace
houses at apartment
1 to 2 storeys
high with some more recent
apartment
Diagram - Built Form

movements
in and
out of the
proposed
The built form to the east of Wentworth Park (Ultimo and
consist
buildings
with larger
vehicle movements in and out of the proposed development.
ThePyrmont)
built form
to the of
east
of Wentworth
Park (Ultimo vehicle
and Pyrmont)
consist
of buildings
with
larger development.

31
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Market archetype inspiration

3XN’s stunning design was inspired by the
traditional market archetype that appears
throughout history and across cultures. The market
is the social hub of cities around the world; it is
generally comprised of a series of stalls that are
open to the air but covered in a canopy and
located in a large plaza. The design is inspired
and informed by some of the most iconic markets
around the world.

This building will be
many things: a working
fish market, an amenity
for the city, a cultural
destination, an urban
connector and an
inspiring icon along
the world-renowned
Sydney Harbour.
- Kim Herforth Nielsen, Founding Partner 3XN
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PUBLIC MARKET - Seattle USA

TSUKIJI FISH MARKET - Tokyo

BOROUGH MARKET - London

LA BOQUERIA - Barcelona
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Creating a green heart in Blackwattle Bay

A NEW HARBOUR PROMENADE
AND URBAN PARKS
The new Sydney Fish Market creates an exciting
opportunity to transform currently inaccessible
harbourfront land and deliver a variety of new
public spaces. This will allow people to access the
head of Blackwattle Bay for the first time since
industrial uses took over in the 19th century.
The project will deliver about 12,000m2 of new
community open space on the harbour, made up of
the waterfront promenade, Bridge Road promenade
and two new open spaces on either side of the new
Sydney Fish Market – the Urban Park to the east
and the Local Plaza to the west.
These spaces provide a place for a range of uses
including community gathering space for small
to medium events, waterplay and water features
and places to sit and enjoy the surroundings
with a view over the bay to the Anzac Bridge.
These spaces have been designed to be safe and
accessible to the community 24 hours a day.
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WATERFRONT
PROMENADE
The project will deliver an extended
foreshore promenade, connecting
the existing Glebe foreshore
promenade to Pyrmont.
This is an important step in
providing the missing link in
Sydney's existing harbour
promenade. In time, with the
completion of the foreshore
promenade, a defining Sydney
experience will be a day-long walk
starting in Woolloomooloo, winding
past unmistakable icons such as the
Botanic Garden, the Opera House,
the Harbour Bridge and Barangaroo
Reserve, and finishing with dinner
at the new Sydney Fish Market at
the head of Blackwattle Bay.

THE URBAN PARK

THE LOCAL PLAZA

The Urban Park located to the east
of the new Sydney Fish Market, will
provide a cool, green respite space.

The Local Plaza located to the
west of the building will provide a
seamless transition between the
existing Glebe Foreshore Walk and
the new Sydney Fish Market.

The design prioritises comfort
through extensive planting, shade
trees, seating and large garden
‘rooms’.
The Urban Park connects to the
new Sydney Fish Market via large
amphitheatre staircases. Together
this space will support a variety
of small to medium public events
including market stalls, smaller
concerts and pop-up events.

It will feature trees, seats and a
grassed area for people to relax
and enjoy.

BRIDGE ROAD
PROMENADE
The Bridge Road footpath will
be rejuvenated and widened to
provide a new green boulevard.
Extensive planting beds and low
and dense plants will provide a
safe buffer to separate vehicles
from pedestrians and cyclists and
also deliver environmental benefits
including stormwater biofiltration.
The design adopts City of Sydney's
recommended urban design
materials, including lighting,
furniture and street trees.

The Urban Park will include water
features and water play to activate
the space, encourage play and help
to cool the area.

The harbour promenade will also
include places to sit, socialise and
provide necessary infrastructure
towards achieving Sydney’s goals
of being a walkable city.
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An authentic working fish market

The building's design provides visual connections
between the public areas, wholesale market and
wharf operations to connect the public with an
authentic fish market experience. The amphitheatre
staircases and the foreshore promenade wrap over
the operational wharf, allowing people to watch
the boats come in and see fishers unload their
catch of the day.

SHARED
PROMENADE

RETAIL

MAIN
BOULEVARD

ROOF
CASSETTES

MEZZANINE
SKY BAR

LAND SIDE
LOADING DOCK

HARBOUR SIDE
LOADING DOCK

THE NEW SYDNEY FISH MARKET
BUILDING WILL CONSIST OF:
• Basement level car parking for approx 400 cars
• Ground ﬂoor auction hall, wholesale operations,
fishing vessel wharves and loading dock
• First ﬂoor market hall consisting of restaurants,
food retailers and fresh seafood sales
• Mezzanine level oﬃce space, restaurant, bar
and the popular Sydney Seafood School.
*Cross Sectional Perspective : Through Loading Dock

SITE DIMENSIONS
• Development footprint: 40,160 square metres
• Building height: Approximately 25.5 metres
• Building length: 238 metres
• Building width: 105 metres
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Achieving a 6 Star Green Star sustainability rating
We have approached the new Sydney Fish Market project with the specific goal of pushing the
boundaries of ecological sustainability by targeting world class initiatives.
The sustainability features of the new building will work towards achieving a 6 Star Green Star Rating
from the Green Building Council of Australia.

ENERGY

EMISSIONS

30% reduction in energy
use enough to power
380 homes per year

6,000 tonnes of CO2
avoided in operation
each year. Equivalent
to taking 1,300 cars off
the road

MATERIALS
Use of sustainable materials
through construction to
avoid 100,000 tonnes of CO2
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WATER

WATER QUALITY
& BIODIVERSITY

50% reduction in water
use. Equivalent to saving
the water from 80
Olympic pools a year

Pioneering research
projects to enhance
biodiversity and improve
the water quality

WASTE
Beneficially reusing 6,000
tonnes of food and fish
scraps. Equivalent to
the waste produced by
4,000 homes each year

Ecological and environmental innovation
We will achieve our goals by implementing the following initiatives

ENERGY

EMISSIONS

WATER QUALITY & BIODIVERSITY

• Passive solar design

• Energy recovery from waste ice

• Living seawalls to:

• Smart lighting systems

• Solar PV

-	Encourage native sea life

•	
Mixed-mode air-conditioning

• Daylighting through roof design

-	Discourage invasive species

•	
High performance glass and insulation

• 3
 0% energy efficiency in both base building
and from tenant commitment

-	Encourage increased oyster population to
improve water quality

•	
Advanced heat/energy recovery systems

• C
 apture and treatment of stormwater
via biofiltration

• Smart carparking controls
•	
High performance retail design and equipment

• R
 etain a body of water below building to
ensure no impact on tidal flushing

WATER
MATERIALS
• Advanced laminated timber
• Timber structural systems
• Earth friendly concrete
• Focus on using recycled materials
• Avoiding “high carbon” materials in design
• Low carbon supply sources

• C
 apture and recycling of all
non-drinkable water

WASTE

• Rainwater capture and reuse
• Advanced water efficiency for seafood processing
• W
 aterless wok and high efficient ice making
equipment

• Food waste used to produce energy
• Fish scraps reprocessed for industrial re-use
• Reducing the use of plastic by 50%
•	
Diverting a target 90% of waste from
construction activities
•	
Diverting a target 80% of waste from
operational activities
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Traffic and transport
Transport innovation

Improving existing roads and footpaths

The new Sydney Fish Market will be a place that celebrates transport and
mobility innovation. Our aim is to adopt adaptive and flexible transport that
can improve access to the surrounding area and the broader integrated
transport network.

The building will be set back up to 15 metres from the northern side of Bridge
Road to accommodate drop off zones for cars and buses as well as cycle lanes
and to provide safer access for pedestrians. The improvements include:
•	
Widening and upgrading Bridge Road

The new Sydney Fish Market will have greater access to public transport.
It will be located within 400 metres of three light rail stations (Fish Market,
Wentworth Park, Glebe) and include a new ferry wharf.

•	
Introducing a 7.7m wide shared promenade next to the new Sydney Fish
Market building

Our transport goals will:

•	
Signalising the Wentworth Park and Bridge Road intersection to
improve traffic flow and pedestrian safety

•	
Encourage walking and cycling

•	
Protecting and maintaining the existing fig trees in Wentworth Park

•	
Promote water access
•	
Reduce a dependency on cars

Maritime navigation

•	
Improve public transport access

Safety of both recreation and commercial maritime users was a key
consideration in design of the new Sydney Fish Market. A navigation impact
assessment has been undertaken to ensure everyone’s needs are safely
accommodated for.

•	
Manage demand to better use the existing network
A range of traffic modelling has been undertaken to determine the impacts
on the road network and any associated improvements that are needed.
The analysis indicates that key intersections near the new Sydney Fish Market
site will operate at the same level of service compared to existing conditions.
The NSW Government is working with a range of stakeholders on a precinctwide parking and transport mobility strategy for the future, which includes
improved bus services. The government is also currently trialling an
on-demand ferry service to The Bays Precinct.
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The design includes the construction of a number of wharfs to allow fishers to
unload their catch of the day and berth their vessel.
Following consultation with local rowing clubs, dragon boaters and
representatives from the fishing fleet, the design of the wharfs has been
amended to meet their requirements.

2.9

3.1

3.0

7.7m
Shared Promenade
Wentworth
Park

3.5m
Existing Public
Domain Zone Travel Lane

3.0m
3.2m
3.0m
3.0m
Travel Lane Landscape Travel Lane Travel Lane

3.5m
Bus
Zone

2.0m
2.5m
2.5m
Waiting Urban Shared
zone Element Zone
zone

5.2m
Pedestrian
Zone

NSFM

BRIDGE ROAD CROSS SECTION - (approx. mid-block) illustrating car, bus, pedestrian and cycling zones
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Cultural and historic heritage
Cultural Heritage

Historic Heritage

For more than 30,000 years, Sydney Harbour has
been home to the Gadigal and Wangal clans who
are the traditional custodians of this land. The calm
waters of Blackwattle Bay were celebrated by these
clans as a rich fishing haven. We respect the strong
connection Aboriginal groups have to this place
on Sydney Harbour and will work with Indigenous
groups to celebrate this connection and history.

Blackwattle Bay has a long history of association
with traditional waterfront industries.

Extensive studies have been undertaken by
cultural heritage consultants, in conjunction with
Registered Aboriginal Parties to identify any item
of archaeological significance. Due to the industrial
activity and historic land reclamation within this
area, no items of archaeological significance have
been identified.
Further studies will be undertaken to better
understand the Aboriginal stories from this area and
ensure they are captured and documented.

Right hand side main image - Blackwattle Bay 1930s.
(Source: Pyrmont Historical Group www.pyrmonthistory.net.au)
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A heritage impact statement has been prepared
to assesses the significance of heritage in the
project area.
A heritage listed stormwater culvert that runs
through Wentworth Park will be protected.
According to Sydney Water, the Blackwattle Bay
stormwater system is of high historical and technical
significance as it was one of the five original
combined sewers built in Sydney around 1857.
The remnants of the coal loader on the site is not
a heritage listed item, however it does have some
historical significance. It is proposed to salvage key
elements and materials and incorporate them into
the landscape and public domain.

Abattoir Road Pyrmont_ British Imperial Oil Co Wharf
1920-39 (Source: From the collections of the State Library
of New South Wales)

Howard Smith coal wharf at the southern end of Blackwattle
Bay 1922. (Source: From the collections of the State Library
of New South Wales [d1_19708 / GPO1 19708])
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Other key findings of Environmental Impact Statement

NOISE

OVERSHADOWING

LIGHTING

A noise assessment found that any increase in
noise associated with the operation of the new
Sydney Fish Market during retail hours will be within
acceptable limits.

Overshadowing impacts of the development to
adjoining private properties are minimal.
Any additional overshadowing of Wentworth Park
in the afternoons in mid-winter, will generally be
the same as that cast by the existing fig trees.

Lighting will be provided in accordance with
Australian Standards to promote a safe
environment. While lighting levels are expected
to increase, they will remain compatible with the
character of the surrounding area and be softened
by perimeter landscaping along Bridge Road.

We will implement measures recommended by an
acoustic consultant to minimise noise at the loading
dock, where modelled levels were found to exceed
acceptable levels.

FLOODING
BIODIVERSITY
WATER QUALITY

Detailed flooding studies have found there is
no risk of increased levels of flooding on the
fish market site or adjoining properties as a result
of the new Sydney Fish Market.

A detailed environmental and ecological plan has
been undertaken to ensure water quality is not
adversely impacted. Water quality monitoring at
discharge locations into the Bay will be undertaken.
The long term aim is to improve water quality
through the inclusion of bioshelters and stormwater
treatment.

WASTE
During operations we will implement mechanisms
to allow the diversion of at least 80% of operational
waste and recycling from landfill.
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The new Sydney Fish Market is located in an area
with limited biodiversity values. There will be no
direct or indirect impacts to threatened aquatic
species, populations or ecological communities or
their habitat as a result of the project.
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Managing the construction phase

Pending final approval, it is
anticipated that construction
of the new Sydney Fish
Market will begin in late 2020.
Construction is expected to take
approximately four years.
A Construction Management
Plan has been developed to
identify and minimise the impact
of the construction works on the
surrounding community.
During the construction phase
the contractors building the
new Sydney Fish Market will
be required to adhere to strict
development consent conditions.
Further consultation will be
undertaken before and during
the construction phase to ensure
the community is aware of the
works that will be undertaken.
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STAGE 1

DETAIL

INDICATIVE TIMING

Early works

LATE 2020 – MID 2021

- Demolition of existing structures and wharves
- Make good work on the sea wall

STAGE 2

Marine piling work

MID 2021 – MID 2022

Construction - Superstructure

LATE 2021 – MID 2024

- Roof Structures
- Façade
- Wharves
- Operational fitout
Testing and commissioning

MID 2024 – LATE 2024

New Sydney Fish Market opens

LATE 2024

NOISE

AIR AND DUST CONTROLS

WASTE

A range of mitigation measures will be employed
to minimise the potential noise and vibration
impacts. This includes working during
recommended standard construction hours and
implementing respite periods for more noisy
activities throughout the day. Where practicable,
noise barriers will be implemented.

Air quality and dust will be visually monitored
and managed through a range of mitigation
measures, including erecting hoardings and shade
cloths and using water for dust suppression.

A Waste Management Strategy will guide how
waste is managed through the demolition and
construction phase. All waste will be managed
appropriately in accordance with strict guidelines
depending on it's classification.
The Waste Management Strategy seeks to divert
80% of waste from demolition activities and
90% waste from construction activities away
from landfill.

WATER QUALITY
TRAFFIC IMPACTS
Traffic impacts during construction will be
minimised through the use of on-water deliveries
where possible and by minimising heavy vehicle
movements in peak times. Where necessary, traffic
controllers will staff areas to ensure pedestrians
have a safe route.

Measures will be taken to minimise the disturbance
of marine sediment through appropriate
construction methodology. Physical barriers,
including coffer dams and silt curtains will be
implemented to minimise the spread of
disturbed silt. There will be no dredging, instead
driven piles installed with the protection of silt
curtains will be used to construct the new Sydney
Fish Market. Piling is preferred over dredging
in most Sydney Harbour projects to minimise
disturbance to the sea bed and interface risks
associated with existing pollutants. It is successfully
used for most wharf structures in Sydney Harbour.
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Relocating the fish market to the
new site will return Blackwattle Bay's
foreshore to the public, improve
pedestrian and cycling links and
connect more of Pyrmont to the water
- NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian
28
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Project timeline

OCTOBER 2019
•• DAs lodged

WE ARE
HERE

OCTOBER 2019
•• Tender process underway

LATE 2020
•• Construction begins (subject to DA approval)

LATE 2024
•• Construction completed

LATE 2024
•• Open to the public

*subject to obtaining the necessary planning approvals.
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For more information visit:
www.infrastructure.nsw.gov.au/blackwattlebay
DISCLAIMER
Information in this document is for general informative purposes only and summarises elements of the two State Significant Development Applications and the Environmental Impact Statement. Whilst the information summarised has been prepared in good faith and
with due care, it does not purport to be a complete and accurate representation of the two State Significant Development Applications and the Environmental Impact Statement, but is for information purposes only and is subject to all relevant approvals. Any information
may be subject to statutory and legal requirements, legal documentation and various approvals. All sizes, measurements and dates in this document are approximate only. All computer-generated imagery and artist impressions have been provided for illustrative
purposes only and are subject to authority approval and design. To the extent permitted by law, Infrastructure NSW (including its agents and employees) disclaims any liability whatsoever in connection with, reliance upon, or use of this document by any person.

